AUTUMN WOODS HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION, INC.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
FEBRUARY 8, 2021

Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 6:38 PM by Karen Apa, President.
Roll Call – Karen Apa, Jill Lafrenz, Theresa Ronayne, June Starkey, Nicole Plihal, and Maryann
Rinker
Guests in attendance:
There were 30 Community members in attendance.
Disposal of Any Unapproved Minutes – The Secretary, Jill Lafrenz, distributed the minutes of
January 11, 2021 to the Board prior to the meeting. Theresa Ronayne made a motion to accept
the minutes as printed and distributed, seconded by June Sharkey, unanimously approved.

Presidents Report
Karen Apa reported no new information
Treasurers Report.
Katherine Renn, our new Treasurer reported
BB&T has approximately operating capital of $152,375.94
Reserve

$ 52,907.69

Committees.
Compliance:
Jim Ronayne reported the following as part of the Compliance Committee.
One issue has been closed
Two issues are carried over
There are three new issues
A first letter will be sent out regarding a sign issue

Please focus on cleaning driveways and walkways
Community Relations:
Nicole Plihal reported no new information

Architectural Committee:
June Sharkey reported that approval was given for new roofs, walkways, driveways, and
paint colors.
Maintenance:
Karen Apa reported that the aerator on Autumn Lake would be removed per
homeowner’s request. Second aerator on Small Pond is not working and will be
repaired.
Old Business
Work is on going on the digital newsletter and the directory.
New Business
Guest Sean VanDerGracht Engineering Specialist from Pinellas County Environmental
Management came to speak with those in attendance regarding the drainage ponds (lakes) in
our community. Sean answered 7 pre submitted questions and then more questions from
community participants. The following is a review of questions and Sean’s answers, the
recording of the presentation will be on the website for our residents to review.
Question 1 : Since our lakes are drainage ponds why isn’t the county responsible for their
maintenance?
Actually Autumn Lake and Autumn Lake East are natural lakes, the other two were man
made by the developer. All four lakes have a drainage easement put on them. The county is
responsible for the areas where drainage water comes into the lake and where it leaves the
lake. The county will take care of keeping 5 ft. by 5ft of those areas unobstructed so the water
will flow in and out naturally. The rest is private property owned by residents or the HOA and
is their responsibility.

Question 2: How do we insure that our lakes are in County compliance?
There are three types of inspections;
1. Sean will do an unofficial courtesy inspection just to provide information.
2. We can hire a company to do a proactive inspection
3. We can wait for a complaint and do a reactive inspection

Question 3: Am I ,as a lake front owner, responsible for the care of the lake?
Yes you are responsible for your part of the lake, grass cutting, care of the banks and
erosion for example. You are also responsible for dredging if needed. Dredging should be done
every 15 to 20 years to keep the lake functioning as it should. The lakes need to follow the site
plan as to depth and slope.

Question 4: How does the County inform us if we are out of compliance?
An inspection will be done, as mentioned before. The County may send a letter to the
HOA informing them of the problem. If there is no compliance the County could take it to court
and the court could levy a fine. This almost never happens, the County wants to achieve
voluntary compliance and will work with Owners to solve the problem.

Question 5: Does the whole community have responsibility for the lakes?
Not unless stipulated in the HOA Bylaws.

Question 6: What are the penalties for being out of compliance?
A certified letter would be sent. The county still wants to work with you, but if you
aren’t working with them it can go to court and a fine can be levied.

Question 7: How do we know dredging is necessary?
Sean can take unofficial soundings to see if the soil at the bottom is within about 95% of
the site plan target. We can hire a company to do a Hydrographic survey of the lake.

Questions from the community members attending:
What about docks, should they be allowed? Docks need a habitat permit and the HOA
approval.
There were several discussions about erosion protection and what a homeowner can do.
Several people said they contracted with companies to do the job and the companies pulled the
permits.

